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Equal Possibilities From The Start
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GUIDE SHEET: TOY
ART SUPPLIES
Program Year: 1 (crayons and manila paper)
Program Year 2 (crayons, manila paper, safety

scissors, and glue stick)

Supporting Your Child’s Development:  Basic art materials are an important part of a broad range of school readiness skills.  These art materials should be used only under an adult’s supervision, but remember that the time that you spend with your child is invaluable to your child’s later school success.  Scribbling is an essential part of both writing and reading readiness.  Learning to use scissors and glue are excellent ways to develop fine motor coordination, which is important for writing, keyboarding, and any skill that requires the use of the hands. 
Exploring art materials fascinates young children and sparks their imagination, which will encourage the use of language, an important early literacy skill.  The final product that your child makes is not important.  It is the process, the exploration, and the conversation that will help your child’s cognitive growth and sense of competency, which is an important part of social-emotional growth.
Remember, you are your child’s first and most important teacher!

New words: 
· Scissors

· Scribble
· Paper

· Blade

· Safety

Try to use these words in conversations with your child this week.
Some suggestions for reading and exploring this toy:
Colors:  Purple, pink, orange, yellow, black, blue 
Shapes:  Rectangular paper –Cut, draw, or outline any shapes you like!

Textures:  The scissors are sharp – The paper is a little fuzzy
Numbers:  Count the crayons – count the colors – count the creations you’ve made 

Patterns:  Cut out different shapes to make your own patterns

Classification:  You can SORT the crayons by color or sizes.

Relationships:  Put the one sheet of paper ON TOP of another.  Cut THROUGH the paper.  Draw a red line NEXT TO a blue line.
There are lots of fun ways to be creative with art supplies.  Try some of these:

· First, watch and see how your child explores the materials on his or her own and then expand his or her activity 
· Make a card for mommy, daddy, grandma, or siblings 

· Draw family members 

· Make masks and hats

· Use the paper and old magazines to make a collage; encourage child to choose where and how he or she wants the cut-outs.
· Use magazine cut-outs to create your own “I Spy” or “Lift the Flap” book.
· Cut out clothes for a paper doll or for your “Moody Bear” puzzle.
Remember: Scribbling is fine.  The drawing doesn’t have to look like anything.  Your child is benefiting by simply holding and experimenting with the crayon.
SING TOGETHER
“Finding Colors”
to the tune of "The Muffin Man"

Repeat, each time substituting a different color for your child to find in the room.

Oh, can you find the color blue,
The color blue, the color blue?
Oh, can you find the color blue, somewhere in this room?

Here are some books about colors that you can find at your local library:
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COLOR ZOO by Lois Ehlert  
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FREIGHT TRAIN by Donald Crews  
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BLUE HAT, GREEN HAT by Sandra Boynton  
Remember throughout the home visit to:

ENCOURAGE the child to talk.          

   PRAISE the child for doing well.

ASK the child questions.
         


   HELP the child when needed.

LISTEN to the child’s answers.


   RESPOND to the child’s answers.
HAVE A GOOD TIME SHARING THIS TOY!
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