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Equal Possibilities From The Start



GUIDE SHEET: BOOK
BROWN BEAR, BROWN BEAR, WHAT DO YOU SEE? 

BY: Bill Martin, Jr. / Eric Carle

Program Year: 1

Supporting Your Child’s Development: Gentle rhythm and rhyming, and gorgeous, tissue-paper collage illustrations will appeal to your child. The fun of predicting what animal will come next make this book a favorite.  Rhymes support your child’s phonemic awareness, an important part of reading readiness.  And predicting what will happen next supports your child’s ability to follow and tell a narrative, also an important stage in reading readiness.  Listening to rhyming sounds and being able to tell a story are components of early literacy and your child’s cognitive development.  The story pattern is repeated over and over, so soon your child will be chiming in as you read. Brown Bear, Brown Bear is a wonderful book to chant.  
It is also a low-key introduction to colors. 

Introduction of the book:

As you read the story, try some of these ideas to encourage your child to talk about the pictures:

· Wait.  Turn to a page and pause for 5 to 10 seconds to give your child time to start to talk about it

· Follow your child’s lead.  Notice what your child is looking at or talking about and say something about that.

· Comment and wait.  Make a comment about something your child is looking at and wait 5 to 10 seconds to give your child time to respond.

· Respond and add a little more:  React warmly to your child’s contributions to the conversation and add an idea or a new word.  

Stop at the pictures and help the child name and point to:
· Can you find the brown bear’s claws?
· Point to the red bird’s wing (blue horse’s mane, purple cat’s whiskers, etc.)
· Do you know where the yellow duck’s bill is?
Talk with your child about the names of the animals, shapes and colors in the book:
· Have you ever seen a blue horse or a purple cat?  How about a red bird?

· What shape are the teacher’s eyeglasses?

· The red bird has a pointy bill.  The brown bear’s claws are pointy also.

· Where do you think black sheep sees the goldfish?

· Why do you think the teacher sees children looking at her?

Invite your child to imitate the sounds of the animals in the story:
· Can you neigh like a horse?
· What does a bird sound like?

· What does a dog sound like when he is barking?

· Can you imitate what a cat sounds like?

Relate the story to the child’s experience:

· Have you ever seen an animal looking at you?  What animal?

· Has an animal ever seen you looking at it?

Invite the child to predict what will happen next in the story:

· Which animal do you think we’ll see next?
· Do you think the next animal will be a flying animal or a walking animal?
· Were you surprised when the next animal was a fish?
· Did you know that we were going to see a teacher next?
Ask questions about the pictures and the story that help the child to reason things out:

· Does a sheep have fur?  Does a goldfish have fur?

· Where does a frog live?

· Do the children eat the same food as the animals?

Suggested activities:

· Act out some of the book with your child while chanting the words.  Be a bear, a bird, a duck, etc.  
· Substitute your child’s name for the children in the story and your name for the teacher.

· Chant a rhyme of what you and your child can see.  Take turns naming things in the room.  In (your child’s name)’s house, In (your child’s name)’s house, What can I see?  I see a (name something you can see and its color) looking at me.

· Play a guessing game of “I Spy”.  Name the color of something you can see and ask your child to guess what it is.  You can keep giving your child things to guess as long as s/he likes.  Once your child is familiar with the game, s/he might like to take a turn giving you something to guess:  I spy, with my little eye, something that is colored (name the color of what you see).
Remember throughout the home visit to:

ENCOURAGE the child to talk.
PRAISE the child for doing well

ASK the child questions.
HELP the child when needed.

LISTEN to the child’s answers.
RESPOND to the child’s answers.
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