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Equal Possibilities From The Start




GUIDE SHEET: Toy
LITTLE PEOPLE SCHOOL BUS

Program Year: 1
Supporting Your Child’s Development:  Young children’s social-emotional development is supported by engaging in pretend play.  With this toy, a child can imagine him/herself being the driver or the passenger, and practice over and over again what it is like to ride the bus to school.  Children can narrate their play, telling the story of what is happening.  Storytelling is a key early literacy skill that will form the basis of her/his ability to write stories and essays throughout the school years.  
In addition, your child is using her/his fine motor skills to place the people on and off the bus.  Fine motor skills are essential for writing and other tasks (such as keyboarding).  Finally, the concepts of words such as “push,” “pull,” “forward,” “backward,” “front,” “back,” “stop,” and “start” (and many others) are essential cognitive concepts that young children need to understand in order to build their literacy and math skills.   
NAME AND ENCOURAGE THE CHILD TO NAME:

· Labels: Boys, Girls, Driver, Seats, Passengers, Bus, Cap, Wheels, Steps, Wheel chair, Glasses, Mustache, Raincoat. 
· Colors:  Yellow bus, Red apple, Blue pants, Green wheel chair, Teal sweater, Black Wheels, Gray belt, Silver buckles.

· Shapes: Round wheels, Square windows, Octagon stop sign, Rectangle door, Triangle sign.

· Size: Small airplane, Big steps, Long bus.  
· Texture:   Smooth bus, Textured steps, Ribbed sweater.

· Number:  One nose, Two eyes, Two ears, Six hands, Three people, Two children.

· Causing things to happen: When you push the bus, the wheels turn and it goes.

· Relationships (e.g., on, under, behind): The bus driver sits in the front of the bus; the wheel chair goes in the back. 
· How things are the same or different:  The wheels are all the same size on the bus, the wheelchair wheels are smaller.

DESCRIBE YOUR ACTIONS AND ENCOURAGE THE CHILD TO DESCRIBE THEIR ACTIONS: 

· General:  Let’s pick up the passengers and go to school.

· Matching: Match the bus to the yellow coat. 

· Fitting:  The people fit into the seats on the bus.  Let’s fit them all into the bus.

· Sounds: Can you hear the door click shut when you close it?

REMIND THE CHILD TO THINK ABOUT WHAT HE/SHE IS DOING:

· To pay attention to the activity: Let’s park the bus in the garage (box).  Make sure the driver watches where he is going.

· To make a choice:  Would you like the bus to go forward or to stop?  How many people do you want to let off the bus?  Who should come onto the bus? 
· To have self-control: Make sure you do not go too fast with the bus and cause an accident.

· To remember other experiences:  Have you ever been on a real bus?  What noises did you hear?  What did the people look like?  Who were you with when you rode the bus?  Do you remember where you were going? 
· To pretend:  You be the driver and go get gas, and then pick up the kids for school.

· To do things in the right order:  First, we put the red stop sign out and then we open the door to let the children in or out.

SONG:

The Wheels on the Bus
The wheels on the bus go round and round,
Round and round, round and round.
The wheels on the bus go round and round
All through the town.

The driver on the bus says, "Move on back! Move on back! Move on back!"
The driver of the bus says, "Move On Back!"
All through the town.

The people on the bus go up and down,
Up and down, up and down.
The people on the bus go up and down
All through the town.

More:
The horn on the bus goes beep, beep, beep,
The wipers on the bus go swish, swish, swish,
The doors on the bus go open and shut,
The bell on the bus goes ding-ding-ding,
The lady on the bus says, "Get off my feet."
The baby on the bus goes, "Wah-wah-wah."
The people on the bus say, "We had a nice ride."
(Child’s name) on the bus say "Let me off!"

Remember throughout the home visit to:

ENCOURAGE the child to talk.



PRAISE the child for doing well.

ASK the child questions.
         



HELP the child when needed.

LISTEN to the child’s answers.



RESPOND to the child’s answers.
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