
USEFUL TITLES TO 
INCORPORATE 

ECCR2 



✽ Illustrations and photos that are clear, colorful, 

and engaging. 

✽Simple, fun plots. The action should move 

quickly, so each book can be read in one sitting. 

✽Lively rhymes and repetition that children 

can repeat and remember. 

✽Stories about everyday life and events. 

The stories should encourage children  

to ask questions and explore their world. 

✽Stories that review basic concepts, such  

as letters, numbers, shapes, and colors. 

✽Main characters who are your 

child’s age or slightly older. 

Playful animals, both real and imaginary, will also hold a child’s 

attention   

(Reading is Fundamental) 

What to Look for in a Read Aloud for Children: 



Activities that promote early 
literacy in preschool include: 

• Interactive storybook reading 

• “pretend” reading and writing 

• Games and other activities to 
help children identify through 
poems, nursery rhymes and 
songs 

Emphasis on instruction that 
helps children to understand the 
relationship between spoken 
word and print  

(National Early Literacy Panel, 2008.) 
 

 

PROMOTING 

EARLY 

LITERACY IN 

PRE-K 



      In this delightful tale, two 
mice set off on a 
storytelling adventure that 
takes them through 
cavernous caves, atop 
crazy giraffes, and over 
palace walls until they 
return safely home to the 
comfort of their beds. A 
sweet, rhyming story, This 
& That is perfect for 
helping children develop 
their sequencing skills! This and That 

by Mem Fox 
c. 2015 



In this gorgeous companion to the 
acclaimed Over and Under the 
Snow and Up in the Garden and Down in 
the Dirt, Kate Messner and Christopher 
Silas Neal bring to life a secret 
underwater world. In this book, readers 
will discover the plants and animals that 
make up the rich, interconnected 
ecosystem of a mountain pond. 
Rhythmic text- Animal Facts- 

Over and Under the Pond 
by Kate Messner 
c. 2017 



 The sun is setting, and 

everyone in the forest is 

getting sleepy. The mice, 

rabbits, and deer all give 

great big yawns as they 

snuggle up with their 

families for the night. But 

someone isn't sleepy just 

yet. Little Bear thinks he 

can stay awake a bit 

longer. Can he do it?  

Bold and vibrant 

illustrations. 

Goodnight Everyone  
by Chris Haughton 

c. 2016 



When a young girl brings her 

beloved stuffed fox to the 

playground, much to her 

astonishment, a real fox takes off 

with it! The girl chases the fox into 

the woods with her friend, the boy, 

following close behind, but soon 

the two children lose track of the 

fox. Wandering deeper and 

deeper into the forest, they come 

across a tall hedge with an 

archway. What do they find on the 

other side? A marvelous village of 

miniature stone cottages, tiny 

treehouses, and, most 

extraordinary of all, woodland 

creatures of every shape and size. 

But where is the little fox? And how 

will they find him?  

Little Fox in the Forest  
by Stephanie Graegin 

c. 2017 



• A simple message 

that is worth 

repeating…a starting 

point for a lively 

conversation about 

individuality, diversity, 

and acceptance. 

 

Be Who You Are 
by Todd Parr 

c. 2016 



 

 

 

     Whimsical illustrations 

highlight the humor in this 

gentle story about the 

importance of sharing 

something special with 

friends. 

Share, Big Bear, Share! 
by Maureen Wright 

c. 2017 



      A gently humorous story 

about the power of even the 
smallest acts and the rewards 

of compassion and 

generosity. 

      With spare text and 

breathtaking oil paintings, If 

You Plant a Seed 

demonstrates not only the 

process of planting and 

growing for young children 
but also how a seed of 

kindness can bear sweet fruit. 

 

If You Plant a Seed 
by Kadir Nelson 

c. 2015 



From shimmering 

skyscrapers to fluttering 

kites to twinkling stars high 

in the sky, everyday scenes 

become extraordinary as a 

young girl walks through 

her neighborhood noticing 

exciting new shapes at 

every turn. 
City Shapes  

by  Diana Murray  

Illustrated by 

 Brian Collier 

c. 2016 



A poignant and 

beautiful bedtime book, 

Cricket Song connects 

two children on different 

continents through the 
suggestion of sound and 

smell. Readers will love 

identifying various 

creatures portrayed in 

the book and watching 
what they are doing as 

the two children begin 

to fall to sleep in their 

beds on seemingly 
opposite sides of the 

world.  Cricket Song 
By Anne Hunter  

c. 2016 



    Children will love seeing the 
details of a bee’s active day 
as each page is turned, and 
along the way they’ll learn 
about ways in which bees 
and plants works together to 
produce a healthy, beautiful 
environment. 

      With clever peekaboo holes 
throughout, each page 
reveals new flowers and 
plants, plus a look inside a 
beehive as the bees work 
together to help a plants 
grow.  

Bee                                   

A Peek-Through Picture 

Book  
by Britta Teckentrup 

c. 2016 



Lively rhymed text 

and energetic 

artwork combine in 

this exuberant 

counting book that is 

sure to delight little 

ones learning their 

numbers! 
        “Follow the leader, 

           Leap when I leap. 
           Hurdle a turtle 

           down in the deep.” 

Swallow the Leader 
by Danna Smith 

c. 2016 



Just singing the songs and 

reciting the chants and 

rhymes with children 

provides a great 

foundation for literacy 

development, but if we 

really want to capitalize on 

the full range of benefits in 

using songs, chants and 

rhymes as a springboard to 

literacy, we need to 

purposefully use them as 

learning opportunities. 

EARLY 

LITERACY TIP: 



Who doesn’t love 

Pete the Cat! 

Pete the Cat can't 

wait to drive the 

school bus all the way 

to school! Everyone's 

favorite cat is groovier 

than ever in this way- 

cool adaptation of 

the classic kids' song 

"The Wheels on the 

Bus"! 

Pete the Cat the Wheels on the 

Bus 
 by James Dean 

c. 2013 
 



Rhythms of words 

Active 

Movement 

Play 

Hopping-twirling-

marching-running 

And much more! 

A Hop is Up 
By Kristy Dempsey 

Illustrated by Lori Richmond  

c. 2016 



The fundamental reading technique in dialogic reading is 
the PEER sequence. This is a short interaction between a 
child and the adult. The adult: 
• Prompts the child to say something about the book, 
• Evaluates the child's response,  
• Expands the child's response by rephrasing and adding 

information to it, and  
• Repeats the prompt to make sure the child has learned 

from the expansion. 

Imagine that the adult reader and the child are looking at 
the page of a book that has a picture of a fire engine on it. 
The adult says, "What is this?" (the prompt) while pointing to 
the fire truck. The child says, truck, and the adult follows with 
"That's right (the evaluation); it's a red fire truck (the 
expansion); can you say fire truck?" (the repetition).  
Except for the first reading of a book to children, PEER 
sequences should occur on nearly every page. Sometimes 
you can read the written words on the page and then 
prompt the child to say something. For many books, you 
should do less and less reading of the written words in the 
book each time you read it. Leave more to the child.  
 

DIALOGIC 

READING 

TO 

CHILDREN 



How to prompt children while reading: (C.R.O.W.D) 

There are five types of prompts that are used in dialogic reading.                                    

You can remember these prompts with the word CROWD. 



     If you have a monster 

that won’t go to bed, 

don’t bother asking your 

parents to help. They 

know a lot about putting 

kids to bed, but nothing 

about putting monsters 

to bed. It’s not their fault; 

they’re just not good at 
it.  

If Your Monster Won’t Go to 

Bed 
by Denise Vega 

c. 2017 



It's bedtime in the jungle, but 

baby panda, elephant, 

orangutan, and leopard are 
nowhere to be found. Their 

mamas set out to look for their 

wayward little ones, calling 

them to bed with a soft lullaby. 

But look! The baby animals are 
crawling, creeping, hiding, 

and giggling, playfully staying 

just one step ahead of their 

loving mamas. Mama’s Kisses 
by Kate McMullan 

c. 2017 



Based on the true story 
of the Urban Art Trail in 
San Diego, 
California, Maybe 
Something 
Beautiful reveals how art 
can inspire 
transformation—and 
how even the smallest 
artists can accomplish 
something big. 

Maybe Something 

Beautiful-How Art 

Transformed a 

Neighborhood  
by F. Isabel Campoy & 

Theresa Howell  

c. 2016 



This is a fresh take on a 

familiar song or rhyme such 

as “Twinkle, Twinkle Little 

Star”or                                                                

“Mary Had a Little Lamb.” 

Cute and bouncy! 
 

Mary Had a Little Glam 
By Tammi Sauer 

Illustrated by Vanessa 

Brantley-Newton 

c. 2016 



Second, responding to your child’s answer using PEER in 
order to extend the conversation: 



      Ellie the elephant loves to 
have fun in the bath, but she’s 
not the only one. Her fun is 
interrupted when a crocodile 
decides to join her, followed 
by a flamingo, then a mouse 
and even a tiger!  A 
beautifully designed, boldly 
illustrated picture book for the 
very young in which readers 
are encouraged to get 
involved in the story through 
tilting and shaking the book. 

Get Out of My 
Bath! 

by Britta 

Teckentrup 
c. 2015 



  

The beautiful illustrations shift 

from black and white to color, 

celebrating the dawn of a new 

day and the beginning of a new 

friendship. The text is 

straightforward and simple, with 

a great deal of repetition. It’s set 

amid pictures that tell the story 

more effectively than               

the words do. 

The Mouse and the 

Moon 
By Gabriel Alborozo   

c. 2016 



*Energy 

*Laughter nonsense rhymes 

*Silly engaging illustrations 

*The language is playful 

and rhythmic  

 

This is a large and beautiful 

book with a happy 

marriage between word 

and pictures, the illustrations 

being like another version of 

each poem  

A Great Big Cuddle; 

Poems for the Very 

Young  
by Michael Rosen 

illustrated by 

 Chris Riddell 

c. 2015 



• Read aloud 

• Short rhythmic text 

• Singing 

• Soft pictures 

• Storytime kit online 

http://www.curiouscitydpw.com/curiouscity
dpw/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2015/11/Bears_Years_Read_
Aloud-Kit_b.pdf 

 

 A Bear’s Year  

by Kathy Duval 

c. 2015 
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Sing with Me!  
Illustrated by Naoko Stoop 

c. 2016 

Thirteen action songs including 

“Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star,” 

“Itsy-Bitsy Spider,” and “Pat-A-
Cake,” are brought to life with 

sweet animal characters and 

charming scenes.  

Paragraphs edge the pages 

with directions for simple 
actions that correspond with 

the songs 

Children develop memory and 

recall skills as they sing and 
recite the songs 



SONG 

RHYME  

FAMILIAR 

NURSERY 

CHARACTERS 

Baa, Baa Black Sheep  
By Jane Cabrera 

c. 2015 



Press the yellow dot on the 

cover of this book, follow 

the instructions within, and 

embark upon a magical 

journey! Each page of this 

surprising book instructs the 

reader to press the dots, 

shake the pages, tilt the 

book, and who knows 

what will happen next! This 

unique picture book about 

the power of imagination 

and interactivity provides 

read aloud fun. 

Press Here 
By Hervé Tullet 

c. 2011 



A Ball for Daisy  
by Chris Raschka 

c. 2011 

Wordless picture 

book 

Relates feeling of 

loss- 

Ends well with 

sharing and 

friendship 



Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 
By Jane Cabrera 

c. 2012 

 
This book is wonderful 

for young minds. The 

simplicity of the 

drawings make this 

book easy for children 

to understand and the 

repetition makes 

children enjoy reading 

and singing along.  

 

Great for making a 

finger play out of this, 

turn it into a sing along! 



                 A told B and B told C, 

              “I’ll meet you at the top of the 

                coconut tree.” 

               “Whee,” said D to E, F, G, 

               “I’ll beat you to the top of the 

                 coconut tree.” 

                 Chicka chicka boom boom, 

                 Will there be enough room? 

 

• Alphabet recognition 
• Rhyming text  
• Numerous book-based 

activities 

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom 
By Bill Martin Jr. and  

John Archambault 

Illustrated by Lois Ehlert 

c. 1998 



We are in a Book!  
By Mo Willems 

c.2010 
 

 When Gerald and 

Piggie realize that 

readers are 

observing them 

inside the pages of a 

book, they scream 

with joy! They also 

figure out that 

readers say aloud 

whatever is written in 

a book and find that 

hilarious. 



Thank You!! 





• http://everychildreadytoread.org/ 

 

• https://www.goodreads.com/ 

 

• http://pbskids.org/ 

 

• http://www.rif.org/ 

 

• http://www.readingrockets.org/article/d
ialogic-reading-effective-way-read-
preschoolers 

 

• http://www.slj.com/ 
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HTTP://WWW.GCLS.ORG/BOOK/EXPORT/HTML/666 
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