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Equal Possibilities From The Start




GUIDE SHEET: BOOK
TITLE: WHERE’S SPOT?
BY: Eric Hill

Program Year: 1

Supporting Your Child’s Development:  Your child’s language development progresses from identifying names of particular animals, such as dog and hippopotamus, to understanding that all of these names fit into the category of “animals.”  The ability to group nouns into categories is an important school readiness skill that will develop over time.
The opportunity to lift the flaps in this book helps your child development his/her fine motor skills, a pre-cursor to being able to write.

Toddlers like to help look for Spot and love the surprise when they find someone else instead.  While they’re having fun they’re also learning spatial concepts such as behind, inside, and under.

Stop at most pictures and help your child name some of these:
· The names of objects:  food dish, honey pot, bear, clock, piano, hippopotamus, alligator
· Colors: orange box, green chair, blue door, brown bear, pink piano, yellow stairs, pink blanket

· Shapes and sizes:  round spot, large piano, long snake, tall clock, square rug, small puppy

· Numbers: one bird, two dishes, three penguins

· Relationships: inside the box, behind the door, under the stairs, next to the telephone, on top of the hippo’s head

· Categories:  animals, furniture 

· Textures:  smooth book

· Causing things to happen:  The child can lift the flap to look for Spot.  When the turtle hides under the rug it makes a bump.  When the kitten climbs in the toy box, the rubber ball disappears.  When the kitten hides in the grocery bag, the groceries fall out.

Help your child to learn how books and writing work:

· Let your child turn the pages of the book and open the flaps.

· From time to time, run your finger along the print as you read.

· Point to a word an animal says.  The bear is saying “no”.  Each penguin is saying “no”.
Invite your child to tell about his or her experiences:

· Do you like to play hide and seek with Mommy/Daddy/Grandma/Grandpa?

· Where do you like to hide?

· Do you have any pets?  Do you know someone who has a pet?  What kind of pet do they have?  What does it look like?  Do you know its name?

· Would you like to play with any of the toys in the toy box?  Which ones?

· The bear was eating honey.  Do you like honey?  What do you like to eat?

Ask questions about the pictures to help your child reason things out:

· What animals did you find under the flaps?

· Which animals were eating their favorite food?  What’s your favorite food?

· What’s the name of Spot’s mommy?  What’s your mommy’s name?  What’s your name?

· What did Spot do after his mother found him?

Help your child to “read” the pictures to develop an eye for detail:

· Has Sally eaten her dinner?

· Can you find an animal hiding all alone?  Can you find some animals hiding together?

· Can you find an animal hiding with an animal that is the same as it?  Can you find an animal hiding with an animal that is different than it?

· How many spots does Sally have?  How many spots does Spot have?

For more fun with your child you might like to:

Sing “Where is Thumbkin?” (The usual words or some to sing as you read the book.)

Where is Thumbkin?  Where is Thumbkin? 

Here I am.  Here I am.

How are you today, Sir?  Very well, I thank you.


Run away!  Run away!

(Repeat for pointer, middle one, ring finger, pinkie, whole family)


Where is Spot?  Where is Spot?

Here I am.  Here I am.

How are you today,Sir?  Very well, I thank you.


Run away!  Run away!

(Repeat for bear, snake, hippo, lion, monkey, alligator, penguins)
· Hide some objects in the same way as those in the book (behind, inside, under) and help your child to find them.

· Play hide-and-seek:  Have your child hide first.  When you find him or her, exclaim, “I found you UNDER the bed.  That was a good hiding place!” and so forth.  When you hide and your child finds you, ask him or her to say where s/he found you.  “I found you behind the chair”, for example.
Remember throughout the home visit to:

ENCOURAGE the child to talk.          

PRAISE the child for doing well.

ASK the child questions.
         

HELP the child when needed.

LISTEN to the child’s answers.                     RESPOND to the child’s answers.
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