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MATERIAL – UNIT BLOCK SET + ACCESSORIES 

                             

            Unit Blocks1       Hispanic Family Play Set    City Vehicle Set 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Is the block area in a location free from foot traffic and are the boundaries easily detectable? 
Are the blocks arranged on shelves orderly and conducive to independent clean up? 
Is the area carpeted to reduce unwanted acoustic amplification? 
Does the schedule allow for long segments of time adequate for the planning and construction of creations? 

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL2 

Children playing with blocks together will need to agree on a vision for the structure. How can they negotiate 
a solution so they can both continue playing with blocks? 

COGNITION 
Mathematical Reasoning Adults should call out mathematical concepts during play. Examples include taller 
or shorter, under and over, left and right, compare and contrast heights of structures. While putting blocks 
away, children can sort by color or shape, practice skip-counting, and match the block’s shape with the shape 
on the shelf. 
Problem-Solving Children inevitably run into supply issues that present opportunities for problem-solving.  
What if a certain size or shape of block is needed and there are none left? 
Properties of Ordering Identifying, labeling, sorting, classifying, and organizing shapes. 

 
1 https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/mar2015/ten-things-children-learn-block-play 
2https://www.ccf.ny.gov/files/7813/8177/1285/ELG.pdf 
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Scientific Thinking Manipulating blocks to create desired structure, asking questions, and making 
predictions. 

LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

Novel Words area, perimeter, structure, construction, foundation, level, balance, heavy, parallel, vertical, 
horizontal, perpendicular, wider, taller, surface, roof, and suspend. 
Post novel words when novel words are used, providers should point to the written text posted in the block 
area so children can associate written text with the word. 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

Gross Motor Carrying blocks from shelf to designated block surface. 
Fine Motor Using a steady hand to place blocks, one on top the other, creating a tall structure. 
Daily Living Skills Selecting the block accessories, returning blocks to their home, using the shape guides on 
the shelves to neatly organize shapes for ease of use by next friend. 
Rules and Self-Regulation3 Post visuals of overall expectations around behavior, using effective redirection 
and positive guidance, proactively structure environment to reduce regulatory demand (a “yes!” environment 
instead of a “no!” environment), and proactively structure day to provide predictable routines.  

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION 

Non-Mobile Infants Place infant-safe blocks within the reach making every effort to monitor the area for 
wayward block accessories that can pose as a choking hazard. 
Toddlers Younger toddlers just being introduced to blocks may learn how to hold on to them, carry them 
around, become familiar with their weight, and experiment with their physical properties. They will soon 
experiment with cause and effect, dumping, stacking, knocking down structures as well as learning sizes, 
and matching identical shapes. Toddlers may not be developmentally ready to share with peers. Proactive 
measures taking into account individual’s mastery of cooperative play should be made to mitigate conflict 
outside the zone of proximal development. 
Pre-Kindergarten This age group can engage in complex play if given enough time, space, and access to a 
variety of block accessories like people, vehicles, traffic signs, doll house furniture. More complex patterns, 
classifying, sequencing, fractions, and problem-solving are all well within the typical developmental range 
of this age.  

HOME CONNECTION  

Children can spend a relatively long time building elaborate structures, creating stories about the people 
and communities who inhabit them. A wonderful way to preserve children’s creations is by taking a picture 
when it is complete and sharing the image with families. Providers can facilitate a conversation between 
children and families by sending open-ended conversation starters home. 
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“Please tell me all about what you built!” 
“What was your inspiration for building this? 
“What are the creatures that live in the volcano?” 
“If you had more time to build, what would you have added?” 
 
Encourage families to offer specific praise to the child related to their effort as 
opposed to the outcome.  

 
Nice 
“Good job, Ajani.” 
 
Great 
“Wow, that’s an amazing city you built.” 
 
Spectacular 
“Ajani, I’m amazed at how much thought you put into this structure. It is clear that you spent a lot of time 
planning and executing your vision. I’m so proud of your effort!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3https://fpg.unc.edu/sites/fpg.unc.edu/files/resources/reports-and-policy-briefs/PromotingSelf-RegulationIntheFirstFiveYears.pdf  


